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WELL-SEABONED greetings to each and every of y'all. As you've per-
haps already noticed, this month's WARP breaks all recorde for gize --
and. I might add, retes high on the quality ledger, too ~~ &s & glange
at the names on the contents page will show you.

Incidently, I was fully occupied throughout November in producing
this mammoth ~~ hence, I find the unanswered-me il mounta in ovefwhelming-
iy high. In fact, I don't believe I've even thanked 211 the kind off- |
erers of assiwtance on the duplication problem. Thenks, I really ap-
preciated your concern for WARP's fate.

Speaking of WARP's fate, the crystal ball glows brightly for 1949,
Effective with the January issue, STACEWARP merges with Radell NelSon's
new, but alrasady outstanding, UNIVERSE. Eoth Rey and myself Ffind that
school werk interferes with a 50lo publishing schedule -~ but as co-
editors we are cunfident that SP-UV will bring you the best of fanwrit-
ing and Tanart sach month.

Those of wou who have not seen UNIVERSE have probsbly seen Ray's
work in THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAN, reed his stories in THE MUTANT, or
seen his artwork and recent Psycho Lab in SPACEWARP. His sddress (and
suhgeriptions should be sent to him): 433 E. Chapin St., Cadillae,
Michigan.

Cadillac is a community I must see for myself some day. I passed
through it at 3:00 a.m. uvne day in & Model A during & rainstorm, so my
impressions are vague. However, iv ceems to be the only city in the
world where stfen outnumber the unerlightensd. Rut of course, there
are more fen per square head of cltizenry in Michigan than anywhers
else, a3 witness the expotential curve of MSFS membership.

Continue to send copy for the WARP to me =-- the endless stenclls
stili have to roll thru this riokety Underwood. By the way, I managed
to rejuvenate this 1917-vintage typer quite & bit simply by polishing
it with & eloth saturated with #2 fuel oil. Marvelous fluid, that. It
%s evgnfpegter than machine oll for rejuvenating typewriter ribbons,

00, ind.

AS YOU MIGHT EXPECT from its lack of coherence, I'm typing this
directly on the stencil, and although I hsd quite a long mental list
of topics to include, I've forgotten most of 'em by now. Oh, well..s

ON PAGE 13 is an announcement of importsnce to 8ll Midwest Fen.
By gollay, you missed a good timc by net attending the BEERCON; will
-you not profit by your mistake snd be surs to shaw up at the DeCON 9
Judden thot: If any of the Michifen should happen to bag a buck dur-
ing this fall's hunting ssason, we could have & fannish venison ban=-
quet and call the gathering the UEEECON. Oh, well, that’s something
I should have thought of a mouth ago. |

JUST KECEIVED the TORCON REPORT, a beautiful publicetion indeed. |
1 don't know if Ned McKeowr has uny more left, but you might write hin
at 1398 Mt., Pleasant Rd.. Morontiv 112) Ontario, Cansda, and see. It's
cortainly worth 50¢ Yo nave the “uil text of all the TORCON speeches,
88 well a8 commant on trhe rr. wa9dings by several prominent fane, auth~
ors, and publishers. Not to meniion some artwork of the type every

fan (ths mais omes, anyhow) will cherish. %)
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BECAUSE OF THE new editorisl setup, SPACEWARP-UNIVERSE will no long-
er exchangs with other fanzines. If you're on the WARP exchange list and
publish & quarterly, 1'd like to continue getting your msg, for which I
will send you TIMEWARE snd occesionally WABIGAS, which are nomelly
S4PSzines end unevailable to outsidsers., If this is not 0.X., or if you
publish oftensr than quarterly, mark the next mag you send t¢ show that
it's the last I']11l get, and I'll send you & sub. 4And I hope you like
the WARP well enuf to subscribe, also, nicht wahr?

Idle query: Suppose you have & cylinder 1" in diameter ard dbore a
1" dia. nole through it perpendioular to the longitudinel axie, What
is the shape of the section which you have removed? And don 't ask Mmesee
I think I know, but I've never tried it.

Depertment of Utter Smafu: SFI now apparently has two sets of of-
ficers end two Constitutional Committees. Someday I'm going to sit me
down and figure out just how this incredibly-complex situation ocame a-
bout. In the meantime, if you want & liberal education in parlisment-
ary procedura, Jjoin SCIENCE-FICTION INTERNATIONAL., In spite of its -
difficulties, it's an up=-and-coming olub, Write Jim Harmon, 427 E. 8tk
Bt., Mt. Carmel, Illinois,

Speaking of joining fanclubs, applications for MSFS membership have!
come from most parts of the U.S. and Caneda. In most cased, thess bids.
are not accepted unless (a) the spplicant is & resident of Mich1gan or |
vieinity (such as servicemen now stationed elsewhere):; (b) ihere is no |
active organization clossr to the fan's home than Michigan; or {(c) somel

gpecial oircumstance warrants an exception to the above rules. But it |

gertalnly seems thagt the field is wide open for othser regional fanclubs.
to be organlzea, so that every fan has an opportunity to parxmnipata in
activities in person, rather tham the usuel correspondence fanning

The Centrsl New York SPS, to name one, is a2 recently-organized elub;
which covers a statewide area rather then cne c¢ity. Fans in Virginia
have tried several times to start a club in that areas, as has Florida.
The only way to get one going is for one or a few fans to take it upon |
themselves to organize, hold meetinzo, catact other fans in the area, |
and generslly make & nuisanoce of themselves until they've got the less~|
ambitioug charactesrs stirred into scetion. |

Notice the similarity between "Ihe Hammer Un The Moon" in the Jan- |
uaAry FA, and "240,000 Miles Siraight Up" in the December TWS? Looks
1ike welre in for a cycle of Lunar-Communizt tales to rival the atomi-~
geddon deluge of a few months Lack. By ©hs woy.....s8 gloomy observa-
tion, but in eccord with Boggs' recent Fils 13 remarkd.....try reading
some 1940-41 stftales in which ths Nazis ap appear anl compars with re-
oent accounts of Russie in pulp fiction., This is one time I hope hige~
tory doem't repeat iteelf. Russia is too vast a country for me to
enjoy the prospeoct of walking aoross it with & paok emd rifle.

By the way.....what were the flying discs?
Hers's hoping yow have a very merry Christmes, svery one.

And now ol' Nostradamus r-tRapp peers ahead into 1949 and prediots
the course of history. At this time next year, don't say you weren't
warned:

: MCUXL
. Two coins, a grating, red and blue
Shall rock the mighty through and through;
When pyramids hold two great fen,
(41 T-tBapp A revelation “Tom & pen.




qooooooooowoosooobouoooeuudUBEES -
80000000000000000000000006000000
by  NCRMAN ASFS¥TRLD
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It's queer how fans can be so dagmstic and uncharitable to those
who don't think as they do. Let's mels a slight investigation into the
P robleme.

Firstly we must consider the types cf fantesy {ignocring the fact
thet all fiction is fantasy in ths true sense of the word -- I am using
it as 'fans' underatand it). To start with, there's tiie 'Weird' type--
featured largely by Weird Tales and occaslonglly in the Zifl-Davis pair,
Then we have the 'puro fentasy' typs, -- featurad of cld in Unknown, bub
now appsaring in a cathear mors hackneyed form in F.A. and_Awazing. The
third ty?e, as everycne Imows, is probably the most populer =~ ‘'sciencse
fiction,

Lovers of the 'weird" ars thoss who like &
raal spine-chilling story. and prebably velieve
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and simple by itsellf,

Campbell’s approval).
throws
caures
to his
1exiuti

story. I myself do not
. without having any 'waird'! or 'SP' leanings; there
are no doubt some, but thoy can't be vury nunarous,
of the former Uiymown were Sf Tansg largely sitractad by the fuct that
Campball was. Li¥s sditnr.
slant, witness. '@lristor Barrioer,'
most important pure fantasy yern feetured in Unlmcwn,
ence between the majority of the stories that eppiiered in that mageszine
and those now seeing the light in the
former featured better-written stories on the whole.

Then we come t0 the largest group =-- 'Science Figtion' as fe tured
in ASF, the TWS~SS pair, and so on,
== from the ABF Type, whore future oivilizaitions asrs assumed, through
TWE=~85, which are often in the tradition of the early Zo°
Juverile 'Space~opars' stuff sppearing in Plenst,
The majority of '&8' resdsrs hate 'weird! tales, and raset vary strong-
ly to anything epvroaching 'fentasy® {unless it be blossed with JoW.
To reacoomend & 'weird® story to thom slmoat
them into *fivs,’ and evan the meniion of a goed Ziff-Davis yarn
uplift of the eyebrows, and the person mddressed vsually tums
neighbour and continues the conversation as thouzgh you didn't

tnut thare ars hosts of evil influences in life,
whnich can to & lirge dagree be psrsonified. They
$end {0 degensrate into sadists, who like horror
for herror's sakel Their 'weird® storiss usual-
ly heve an unheppy ending, and they don't seem
perturbad a ditl

The ’'purs fantasy' lovers are a guser breed
~~they're often either Paint-hearted 'weird!
reeders, or else BF readers who arsn't full-blo-
oded In their love for SF, or whe went a little |
relaxation from the frequently 'heavy' soience
thrus®t upon them in SF. Pure~bloclsd ‘weird!
and ‘BE' loverg jeer at the ‘fuintusy' typs of
romauder moeting auyocne who likcg 'fantasy' pure

Most of the readers

And after alli, many of tho stories had an SPF
'The Mislaid Charm® was probadbly the
The c¢nly differ-

A o -

4i1ff-Davig issues, is that the

Science Fiction has many divisions

&. to the mere
Bl sunstimas Anazing.
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an cccesionaul PHR or S8,

probabvly g6t a waskly ‘Weird Tuleg’?

ht]
A

fiction are menfioned, off go &l
up, and the batile is on:.

Can it be that the 'weixd’
serious wrong, &and is subconsciously
haps he may have a streak of sadizm®
those who like 'fairy tales,’ haviug
in them.

lore} .

all be just 'escapisits'!
headed) .,

nal feud~like arguments.

Woy all this 41sliko »f the other fanls pre
lovers had their wey, thera'd protebly e twe or threeo ASF a munti, with
If the 'weird' lover go
28" and nothing olisge.
can co=operste in furthnoring "if=ndom,’
the costy, shirt

Is the troubls purely a taste in fiction or is it something deeper?
lover is wne wpho at soms time suffered some

(Shaver's stuff 1s, aftar ali, largely o¢f the fadbagy type,
and can best be doscribsd as growvn-~up
The SPF readors may bs oue whe wanita 0 sscepoe irvom this oarth,

havingz had a rough time of it hoare, or he may he vra of those 'idsalise
tic' types, who lcok forward €0 new s
(Quien Sabe? ~~ as your iettar sect

Terennce? fne SP

.~
»
&

=

£
v

wnat he werhted, we'd
A1l thesy fans
bat o woon ag preiferences in
Leaves ard rolled

gatiing his own back? -~ or per- '
Tha purea-fantagy addicts may de f
sargthing of +ke child 5511l left |

faiey Sulos ~- or moderanistic folk-

cientific disccveries. Oy Thay my
4
7]
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There are of course folk who can enjoy any typc of story =-- I hep- |
pon to be ome myself and that may be why I'm so disturhbed hy these eter-
I leave the resdar tc decida why he Llikes what
he dc¢es, and he might like to work oul why I like 'em alli

-mu-

THE VIGIL

by KB PITIEEOHD

Y0¢ WMiftasuih £t., North
Moorietd, Minnssots

Breethlessly I trace the pattern
On the curious circle~dnox:

"Iwo times right, thrde times left,
Once arcund the flcor,"

Strangely hollow scraps my heels
On the sgray snd sged stons.
Ancient rituals of yore

I solesmnly iusone,

Emral green, the colored pattern;
Bloody red, the mottlod wveins
(Darkest black,the whispered tales
Told by country swaing.)

Noisily the door oreaks open,
Hinged with priceless goldd;
Hopefully, I stazat to traudle ==
Filled with icy cold.

(

N.F.F.F.
Menusaript Bureau

Haltingly I straggles forward
Into mold and gloom.

Will thoy Mogtor still remember?
Yo he in his rocn?

"azter, I have come," I shout,
Haster, 1 am here,"
Only silence, ccld and deathly
Lika & ¥uderal bier.

But my Master -- He 1s walting
'Til the time is richt:

Pron bis taib will once more open
Ietting out his feariul might.

Breathlessly I'l1 trace the pattem |
O thoe curiosas cirxcis«dogr;

e

"fwo times right, c3 times left,
Orics gvound tha faoor, 9

noet yet been uwudsretood, in part an
the uninowatlie.

w13 omn HMuvltatr Man Ty M.

"The supernstural is in part the roegion of ths natural thet has

invensviocn of huaan fantesy, in part

' Body and sonl ers not suprrate entitiez, but two asvects
of ons orzépization, and Man is that portion of ths universal werid-stuff
thet has svelved uxtil it 18 espable of rational and rurposeful values.

MAaAdAavyww HElnan" S |
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by MARTON ZINURR
_:‘L‘L u..,n ERY n’bc:I’ St.
Albany, New York

Foreword: When SIEF == Solsr Intavrsbteilar Erpleration Force =+ lamded
their first ship sizecs tng Sul-Cepslila wer on Densd Six, they

expacted to find & world bars of lumenity, %IE? hzd worar bedlore enfer-

ed the star-civstar whare Dagei’a rmf”=*; 2aets cixrolets Bug the ple-

net, sithiouvgh inerodidly Issolote, bars 5P ail ramunants of -iviiized nup,
had not always baen s0, Hienn had baan Tharda, Bolariang,

This was nsver made puklia, The Tarvan gavernmsnut, happy in ite
communelism, thoveht {f would e datrimontul %0 Parwen wowels ghendd
they know the ”wue of tho Domegmant ~» thut bravas Liytie bawnw, exlied
Yﬂa““ 820 Trom the Solavy aysiom, wfdyer e lealerakly ¢I owe 0 The
erastent mon e rystewz han o;nv A tir g LN Jv:n 3ares. fhe Tdb¥le hnnd

wiich Barss controllsd had rsbellsd uﬂoars ths @igi 1&,»0*11“ zad Vonus
Autarchy, and vun*ﬂh-d - UW~nu?u:.o MG ¢Lu onie vvace oFf man whleh
SINF found om Donel Hix wasz & muull Va"txa 3, deoy iu bhﬁ vorosve, sot

within s enclossd sprcea, The surrotiad i0E Tsrwdiw bars truces o fire,
bul this fmtiess had been gpared on hai surelved, oul within 1t the
men of SLINE found traces ol the ﬁx;e&iﬁiuh e 855 WOLL 8& (he dlary of
that great lsader.

The 6ocumenx was suprassed by Texran aubhorities; for the Venus
Autarehy had been smashad lasz than a yesar sgffor Bares' axile, snd Ve~ |
nug hed hoen taken evar by the Coumn apatlsts. Yeb the gizxry of barss isj
one of the grestost vindications ever wristen, ¢f ths aubarobye

This dia»y peossed into my hands, as 2 descenam1t nf that BSarss, anﬁ
8s I read, 1 wonderxed. 7You, too, pauss to wonder, Terraus.

THS DIARY

June 13~2917 :
Wo came hsre last night. I think perhaps that we may be able to !
£ind & haven hsye on this lonely vwlsmet of Densb, MThere is good water,'!
breathablie air, plant life with a chiorophyll a3z, and here, perhaps,

i 3 . o2
we can asttle with cur WO X and children and builid for curyseiveg bhe
life that we e9uld nsver ola wighin tho Dyzteme Tonigli, wa ezuiled a
mass mealing aud I prevosed to dasatrey the zhip thad bheought us hores

Arn and Cc nasr &8k why we snould tic ourselves dewn to ¢ nn plavaet when
there 1s an entline sunw-syster o conemer, but I sm efraid that, with
the Ship, thers migh$ e toc push baupsssion o Fetuzn $5 8ol.

— —— e pep—— o G =

The matier resiad unsolved, A par
think i+ hest {hat we ghould +a; Togot
unfriendly natives as yst, bus thare ia

ty was sent vub to scout. I
hax foy o Sims; we havas seen no
noe way to teil, of course --

Krep® and Alys ths daughter of Meran wers married {4cnight by the
quaint old Terran cexemony =~

June 30

Mass meating tOnieht. Thirty voted to destroy the ship, twenty~
8ix tQ - isep. Gouner? ho led the oppositien, euggested the’ the voles
of the womsn be discrunsed, for zil jue womsn were with mse in this.

Natvraily I vetoed =uch & sﬁepa ,
> (7)
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They refnge to ylsld, sven G0 our wajerity, and Arn says that they
will ngver allow u8 to dazstroy the ship. I reminded him that the ma jor-~
ity must rule snd that if we should sver retuyxn to Sol, as our children
might do if wa kept the ship, wa wara lost, snd forever. Our only re-
fuge lies in cuttiag all tiss with the Solaricns completely. Things
stalled aguin. A child wes born to one of the Mertian womsn tonight.
Twenty-five men, all but three married; twenty-itwo wives, and pocr Gar-
rik's widow; seven uvnmerried girls. Five ¢id men, sevan old womsn and
forty-three children, nineteen of whom are still in erms.

July 23.

Theyship was destroyed tonight. Conner has won over a majority,
and when I refused it, threetened %o kill me. Secretly, Seven young men
and some hoys, tvo young to vote, destroyed the ship, The fools, can't
he realize we can't rigk any crezed &nd homesick person giving away our
hiding place? The Solarians never meant us tc find & homre. If wa're
found within the Solarian 1limits, we'll be rayed cut of the sky. !

Auguet first.
Novenus {cur new town) progressing. Twelve houses.

There are bumanoids hers, little grey men with a complets lack of
pigmsntation. Hope they are friendly,

October 14,
Cornerstone of the Main Hall laid todsy.

!
October 17, [

Menazu, the leader of the Natives, came to me todey end asked if I !
would sond the company doctor to their village to treat illnesses thers. |
They have made no trouble so far; in fact, thsy seem to enjoy our com= [
pany. There ie cnly one colony of people here, the rest died out in a ‘
plague years ago, and this was & dying raace, :

Axrn disappeared a wesek &go, and ¥ thought he had been killed, but
he turned up in the villege this movrning.

November 12,
Fire destroyed two of the houses in the sguare ==

November 13.

I knew there would be troublece We elected & council to rule and .
already thers is trouble., They want & communalist state like the one
on Terra. Can't they see that with so few, and on a strenge world, we
need soms contrel?

People are adjusting the sloep cycle pretty well to the 29-hour day.
I still find it hard. I'm not as yorng ac I uoed to be.

December 1€th

Connor made a teloradio, Has communiceted with Terra, I ordsred
him put in confinement znd Arn and & few others marched on the prison )
and set him free. Hegven grant the mad wool dossn't try to contact Vonusle

Decemher 18th |
The council hes been dissolved. Have they forgotten thay promised |

to let me guide them? It was I led them awsy. They havs no knowledgee
%r? hag promised me safety if I stay cleiw. DBut what chaos will his ruls
T n%?
(8) '




Dagoeaber 23,

Masrasu came to me secrotly last night. He asked if it was with my
consent that the village hed spresd to the native cavegown. I told him
no, that I hid no mors power.,

January 9, 2018

A naw year back on Soler plensts, Hsrs, nothing. I apprealed to
them to 1ot the nutives alone. They voted to take over the cavetown. I
pleeded and then torbades As 8 result I am imprisonsd here and owe my
life to a simgle voteo

I 40 no% blame the people. The system never tauszn® tham wisdom in
ruling, snd they want to te fres all at ¢nce rather tha:n Us gradually
educated to iU, They resented even my restreint, which was not much.
What will become of us? There is only chaos here, and we had suoh high
hopes ==~

February l2th.

The natives struck back. They have us in esiege here. I am in my
01ld command, but is it too 1late?

FPedbruary 18th.
We can't hold out any longer,

I tried to surrender. Menazu promissed that if we left their city
in peace and turned Conner 3nd A¥n over to them, we could z¢ free. Hea-
ven Inows those two should pay the price, but I oen't agree to that -~

Pebruary 2&th.
Counor and his doubly-damned radio signals have given us away and
Venus Fleoot-ships ars on thsir way hera.

}
Arn insisted on a lust stand against the natives, rather then pla~
cating thom. We lust all but four men., Natives now twenty to our one.
They'll have us soon.

March £nd, '.

Tele showed Fleetships only three days away. If we could make
peace with the natives they would shelter ws in the Cavetown., AFn was E
killed today. i

I

March 4th.

Flest ships will come tomorrow., Have mede & last appeal. Opinion
hopelessly divided. No use. i

March 5th. ;
This is the end. We might have found a refuge, but it would teke !
& strongsr leador than I, snd a group of people willing to submit. It
was not that I wished to rule., Asan and Gonrer had nothing to offer in |
place of my leadership except a nominal freedom. Freedom takses prepar- ,
:ti%n and that, they did not have. Ve should have worked slowly toward
ha t, !
Freedom is the most dangerous of gifts. It is my feult, for I '
promised them freedom, where all I could resglly give them was a change |
of leaders and a 1ittle chsnce to work toward the slow coming of freedom
But to the minds of those born to slavery, the word freedom means only
license -- a laok of responsibiiity. I think they are com--
/The manuseript ends here abruptly, andl lyinz beside it we found a °
pen, still uncaepped. We can only guess at the rest./ i
- RND = 9}
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analyzing: M

"Jimmie, don't! By all that you hold holy, put it down! Turn %o
whiskey, opiwum, wild, wild women, anything -~ but not thati™ So spoke
my mother when I was seven, "Jimmie, not moex® of it! Give it ups" So
‘gpoke wmy mother when I was nine. "Give it up befors it's too late, Jim-
miel" So she spoke when I was twelve. "ALll »ight, I see it's no uss,
giml" She said that this year when I wes (em) fif-

S€lle

Yas, at seven I read "Seven Footrrints o Sat-
an." O0f cowurse, *his wuas not enough for my hidding
sadistic deslien. T bioked up 8 ewpy oF Weirdlales.
Soon I was reading other prozines, 2nl by the  uge
0f nine I wag reading them &ll.

At the age of twelwe I bought a hectograph to
print a fausine. This did not work cut, since <the '
friends I haé to help me 4id not think science~fiction the most inter-
esting subject in tiie knowr vniversge. Thay seemed 10 think the most in-)
teresting thing was that whiocn they referred to as "gizl" cr "women." I |
later foumd out that they meant "female Homo Sapiens.” (This 1 attrib-
ute to psychological stiwmulus rathsr than sexusl stimuli.)

Lest ysar, a very lucky thing huppened to me. I was 2 victim of
assault and battery. I walked, or rather limped, homoe 1i & heuvy con=
centration of perspiration, I caught pneumonis, snd suffered what was
nearly a fatal heart atteck, which confined me to my bed for a year. I
was nearly as lucky as the fellow wno tock out & $50,000 insvrancse pol-
icy and dropped doail the next day.

Whils in bed I wrote several fans of scisnce~fiction end formed
Selence-Fiction International, a club which, while not famous, is rat-
her infamous for its many feuds, which I blissfully igrore.

My writing for fanzines has beser rather Llimited., SPACEVARY, MUTANT!
end ALIEN CULTUEE, & new zine, are the only ones T recall submitting
meteriel tc., I am lousy (some place & pericd hore) with plots and I
would be glad to write a story for any editor who recuested it, if any
would be so foolish.

I also am a fan artist and poetry Jlows from my pen slso, dbut cut-
ting art stencils is &xpensive when you givs them away and when an ed~
itor sees my "art" (%) he gives up tho idau of tracing it on the sten-
¢il rather hurriedly. The peotry is s0 Lcusy I'm ashamed to let anyons
see it, ((Tirst time we've ever run scruss THAT ouch modesty in a fanil))

a8 "Pendom's Unilgue Magazine." One issue hag come forth and & sscond
w1l soon rear it ugly hoad, The third will come out with a full-size
~format, a feature that the first two lack. A go0od thing, I imagine,
g8ince a largsr quaentity of A-X would have been too much fnr the human
mind to bear., It might even aifect & fan mind, The £ocnnd issue will
be much better than the first, I imsgine, since I've Lsen informed that
the only direction 4-X can go is up. ((Those words huve a familiar ring.
Haven't we seen them somewhere, Groover?)) 411 I knoew is thet Ack did- |
n't even request further issues for the "Founflation.™ But tihen, who '
thought further issues wonld happen? I think I shouldl call i%, "The '
Fa?ma§ with the Paercecution Complax.”

Oh yes, I publich & thing. L call it ASTERROID X, otherwise known }
I




Perseually, I'm wodest anld urcuswiing. PuyS1Cﬁ11y, I'm a devilish~-
ly hendsomo gonlus. L towsr t0 the helpght of b Tent, 10 inches and
weight 8 {rim 180 pounds. I have rrown huir that LQ1lS in gentle waves
down into my big blus oyes. I'm g Christian but of wo pariicular fei th;
a Bomoecret who Liad no parficuler hope; snd a male with uo particuler
desire.,

And so, friends, we have traveled over the encrmous and naushating
reaches of Harmon's body and truveled through the vast and smpty resaches
of Harmon's mind. Now as we lsave this Dlace with fervent hope we shall
never have to retum, we see this stupid native plece his finger to his
lips and bid us, "Bibble-babbal~bibble=-babbales.."

Ve now must rsturn hahpl!y to the company of sane humen beings and
gladly bid farawel’ to Jim Hermono
- BND ~

CONNER'S FANGUIZ

by WILKTE CONNER
1618 Melarland Avae. '
Gastonia, North Carolinsa :

What did you learws during 15487 Aru you & genius? Answerse you
should give to these ten quaations, yetoeves

1, Who wrote "Universe' ((The stcry, not the fanmag))
2. What fan is & poor spellar, {(Not Concar)) ((It says here))
3. Who edits TWS and 88?7
4., Wno is the world's most over-rated fantasy writer? ((Aocording
to Conner)) |
8« Who wrote the Hoghen series in one of Merwin's books?
6. What well~known fan is also 8 literary agent?
7. What is the most profitabls fanzins, ((Not SPACEWARP =- ahr))
B. What fan is a detsective astory noveliilst?
9. Who is Mrs. Edmond Hamilton$
101 What fumoug science fiction auther formerly wrote ocnfessiona?

The answers tc the abuve can ¥a found in the le*t’er Jdepaistment of
various prozines of the last ten yesrs, in writler's magazines, or even |
in SPACEWARP. If you den't know, locok belcw, then 3coTls yourae,L 10 |
points for every correct answer.

100~90 ~~ You're a Slani
90=70 -~ You go*tta koep your mind
off ¥inlay's damss on
on wiat you read.
70«0 ~= Who'n hell s3gid you was
a fen? Back to Buck
and PBarnsy and Dr. Huer

wit'clids
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MACAZINES 05 SALE
Condition - Good to Mint. Prices inclvde pogtagse and insurance.
Plossa 1is% gacond chelew, if poesible

ml{
e

Qrder from: Jo Ta QLIVER
712 = Z2nd St .
Golumbus, Goorgia |

WEIRD TALES:~

T1939 Jaa fisy @ 46¢ | 1959 Aug Sort @ 4C¢ | 1940 Sept Oct Nov @ 36¢
1941 Jan Mar Msy Sept Nov @ 30¢ | 1942 Jan Mar Msy July Sept Nov & 20¢
1942 all & @ 3C¢ [ 1944 - all 6 @ 2564 | 1945 ~ all & @ 25¢ [ 1947 -
all € @ 20¢

ABTOUNDING: =
1951 May June @ S5¢ | 1934 July Dec @ T0¢ | 1936 Fob Apr Mey June July
Aug Sept Oct @ 80¢ | 1937 Fe¥r Junw Aug @ EEJ { 1933 yar Juvna Sept Dee
@ 50¢ % 1959 Jan May July Sept Oct @ 307 [ 1540 May @ 45¢ | 1941 Oct
@ 45¢ | 1942 Nov @ 404 | 1943 Aug @ 40¢ | 1944 June July Aug Nov @ 40¢
1945 A1l except Jan @ 40¢ [ 1948 - all 12 @ 85¢ | 1947 - all 12 @ 30¢
1948 ~ a1l i2 © 25¢

AMAZING STORIES: -
1926 Oot Dec @ 80¢ I 1927 Aug Oct @ 304 | 1928 Mey Sept @ 80¢ | 1929
Jan June July @ 75¢ | 1930 Jen Jure July Nov Dec @ 70¢ | 1931 Jan Febd
Mar Apr May July Nov @ &5¢ [ 1932 Aug @ 55¢ [ 1934 July Aug Nov @ 60¢
1935 Jan Aug @ 55/ | 1936 Feb Oot @ 50f | 1937 Aug @ 59¢ | 1938 June
Auz Oct Nov @ 4H¢ | 1959 « all 12 @ 40¢ | 1940 - ail but Jan & May @
404 I 1941 - all 12 @ 45¢ | 1542 Jen Peb Mar Apr Msy Sept Oct @ 36¢
1943 ~ 611 but Oct & Dec @ 364 [ 1944 Jun Mar May Dec @ 35¢ ¥ 1946 -
8ll 12 @ 50¢ | 1947 - all 12 @ 30¢ | 1948 ~ all 12 @ 26¢

PLANET SUCRIES:-
1940 a1l 4 @ 49¢ | 1941 - all 4 @ 49¢ | 1942 - all 4 @ 40¢ ) 1943 -
8ll 4 @ 407 | 1944 - 811 4 @ 354 | 1945 - all 4 @ 30¢ ! 1946 - all 4
@ 25¢ | 1947 - all 4 @ 264 [ 1948 - all 4 @ 20¢

CAPTAIN FUTUBE:-~
Any issue @ 35¢ 1

FAMOUS FPANTASTIC MYSTERIES:-

T L1541 Feb & 65¢ § 2943 lug Sep @ 60¢ I 1943 Sept Dec @ 55¢ [ 1944 Mar

Sept Dec @ 50F [ 194b July Sept Dec @ 45¢ | 1946 <= 511 6 @ 40¢ | 1947

- all 6 @ 3¢ | 1948 - a1l A @ R0¢ '

SIPER SCTENCE:~ ’
Any 1ssuo @ 424 &
STARTLING STCRIRS:~

AL939 Mar May July Sept Nov @ 35¢

@ 30¢ [ 1943 Jan Mar June Fall @

1

e

| 1940 Jan Sept Nov @ 30¢ | 1942 Nov
30¢ | 1944 Spr Sum Fall Wint @ 30¢
946 Mar SBpr Sum Fall Wint @ R5¢
25

1946 Spr Sum Fall Wint @ 304 |
¢ | 1948 Jjan Max Msy July Sept @

1947 Jan Mar Msy Sept Nov July
26¢ | 1949 Jan @ 25¢

BCIENCE WONDER, WONUER, and T.W.S.:~
1929 Doc @ 70¢ 1 1931 Deo © 60¢ | 1932 Jan @ 50¢ | 1932 Sum Qtly @ \
76¢ | 1937 Feb Deo @ 404 | 1938 Feb June July Aug Sept Nov @ 30¢
1941 Feb Mar Apr June Oct @ 30¢ | 1942 Feb Apr June Aug Oct @ 30¢
1943 Feb Apr Aug Fall @ 30¢ | 1944 Spr Sum Fall Wint @ 304 | 1946 Spr
Sum Fall Wint @ 30¢ | 1946 Spr Sum Fall Wint Dec @ 265¢ | 1947 Feb Apr
June Aug Oct Dec @ 25¢ [ 1943 Fol Apr June Aug Oct Dec @ 25¢

Remember the address: J.T.OLIVER, 712 32ad St, Columbus, Georgis.
And don't go away =~ there are more bargains to COMSesees |




PABTASTIC ADVENTURES: -
1929 May duly Septv @ 40¢ | 1940 Jan Mar June Oct @ 404 | 1941 Mar May
June July Sept Oct Nov Dec w 40¢ | 1942 Jan Feb Mar Lpr Nov Dec @ 40¢
1943 Jan Apr Juns July Aug Oct Dec @ Sbyf | 1245 Jan July Oct Dec & 35¢

1946 Feb Moy Sept July Nov @ 39¢ [ 194% dan Mar May July Sept Oct @ 30d
1948 Fed Mar May Oct @ 25¢

FUTURS: -~ Any issue @ 404 !

AVUN FANTASY READER:- Anp issue @ 35¢
SCASNUE FIOPION (STORIES):- @ 494
1989 Aug Oct Dec [ 1549 Mar June Oct | 1941 Jan Mer June Sept [ 1943
Apr July.

HRERONE UOHIDS = @ 754
1242 Avg Qct | 1943 Fed
STRANGE STORI®S:- @ 404 - 1939 June | 1940 Oct Dec | 1941 Feb

FANTASTIC NOVELS:- ¢ 30¢ - 19048 All 6 jssuesS.,
GOMET: - @ 40¢ - 194C Dec § 1941 Mar July.
MAGTEL: -0 40¢ - 1939 Feb Avg | 1940 Nov | 1941 Apr

FAVTASY BOOK:- @ 20¢ - Nos. 1 and 2.

Je T. OLIVER - 732 - 32 8t, ~ Columbus, Georgig. |

: |

Come Lo She D @ v |

~— ) i
DO YOU LIVE IN: ve200oif you d¢, make ploans NOW 1o be in Detroit.
Michigan, op the 28th and 22+4h of Decomber 1948
Illinois
Indisna In refialiaticn for Stein's fsious BEERCON, the
Kentucky Michizan Scieunce-Fantaay Sociebty is sponsoring !
Manitoba the Second Semi-Annugl Postwar MidWestCon -= th
Michigan DaConss..c8nd you're invited: !
Minnesota
Missouri There will be littls in ths way of a formal pro-
Chio gram ~- except that a stupendous arrsy of mags, -
Ontario books, end originel illos will be asuctionsd to
Pennsylvanisp (we hope) dafray expensesSn....the rast of the
Quebsc time will ba devoted to bullsessions and what~
Wisconsin ever else might turn up -- and that's likely %o
TT T be ANYTHING: 4

There is ND rsgistration fee for the DeCon.....just bte tharal &L you
can afford it, plan to stay at a ficphouse, hotal, ¥YiW/WIGA, or othel
exotic establishment. But if your budget won't stand that, write ud
and wa”ll try to find a place for you to slagp -~ axcept that you wu
have time for much slesp, if the DeCon followx tho usual fenoon patt.

If you publish a fanzine with a pre~Christmas issus, give the DeCon
plug, hey?

For oomplete details, inquiries, directions on how to get thoroughly
lost i the Loveraftian mazs of Detroit streets, and other vital inf.
rush a letter to tha MSPS WeiCom Chal tman:

. i
i

P.S¢ We'll bo segsing yon in ED KUSS
Detroit, Ciwistoue weekl 7602 Grixdale
« e o Ths MPFS Detroit, (L2} Michigan |’
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DARK WISDOM
B ) ) RO RV M) ) ) )

by WILLYAM JAMES
5ig Bay, Miash.

p—
e i Ty #

I, John Herbert Veldon, write these words as & warning -- to Man,
who 1in "his ggotiatiocsl pri &e lmagines hixmself master of the Earth and
ga3pires to the atsrs,. I wilte Wi Shou b hops <~ hope that theos words
will svexr be read; ox, being rena, that Shey will te holieved. When I
am fimished, I shall meal thiv manaser Pipd in o kallow matal cyiinder
pnd deop 1¥ into {hs mighiy #iver that thuudses theough The gorye bLeo-
lowe

I kave been, all my Jife, & sgaehsr alter kaowledsa. I have sought
trvths behind arelexd 1350 g and nyvhs, woa*nairg, uuudy. g, &1WAYS
with an open mind, I hzvo sought Yor truth An ths woxmeaaten pages of
cld bwoks, in the 4nﬁ~ar1*f\h ruive of smciont sitlan, Span&ing the
fortune 1oft we by my father wiih cawve, I have lesrue

6d & groal dsal; bul aiways the Ursst Lruth I sought,
ths mesning to exigtonce, has eluled me. {#~‘“"_-\\\\

I found the hook in o little book shop in New \ //*“. ;5X‘
York. I csunot, nuw, remenher its exsct locstion. It L
was o biny ckop, musty amd 4dlm; but zy hesrt bounded T ] J
st 8ighy of bema oL the valumss staoksd cn shelvas te /

¢

the Gﬁilillg o !l \
\"" \
"kere " I asked the dusty, wrinkled little old N’

man wiho wed ctezted ot a desk near the door, "did you

get thesa?? I waved a hand et shelf on stelf of ssge-

teric VOLT wes, wovkdy in Latin, Greel, German exmd & dczen other lang-
U.ug-.:uo

Hs shock hig hesd slowly. "Those? I bought them at an auction
three monthe ago, sight unseen. T aa afriad I mede & had haxgsin. Who
would be intsresied iu suoh books??

I walkad over to the shelves and looked them over carnfaliy. A
slow shuddsr courced dowm my cpins. There were Tordidian wairks Mers,
works of such darlk ¥mowleGee as were Looxfully meuvioned in esrfain an-
cient volumes I »ossgsssd.,

And then I saw the bock,. y

It was & thick velume, tound in hiuwok loather, standing between
two other black-bound bosks with Tetin ti.tlem. Al firet I 244 not aven
see the otker two bodks: ihe venter voluws, zimilar thoua& it was, drew
my eyes. 1t seemed %0 radiute a minwmda of haerar that beth faszinoiad
and xrepellsd, Litdle lizard fost ¢f anpii)l tevoor ran up Dy spine =«
and. yst, it was the ons volume smong the mauy of wkick I red no preve
ious knawledbsiu

I stepned closer, drawn in spite of myself., The title was print-
ed in a crayish letbering I counld not read. I stered at it in puszle~
ment, I havs knowledge of many languages, and kave, &l cns tima or
another, seon virtaally svery sceript kuown %o man. Tha hisrogiyphs of
ancisut Egypt, the cwwioforw gravings of Babylon end Assyria, {4uuu,
Aztao ~= plthough I cennct decd her them e¢il, I hove sezan thoan and kaow
them on gipht. Yot on the binding of this bock was writing I uad nev-
Ler gesn beforgt

T {14)



I Enew then that I must have that bhook.

I reached up to draw it from the shelf., Ny fingers touched it and
I shivered. The binding was cold, seoming to peftake of the ultimate
cold of the wold batween the sters. I was awars of a feeling of re-
pellent horror about the work; and yst something deep within myself,
some other part of me, was dramm, Lfaseinated by the velume,.

.. "How much?" I asksd, turning t¢ the proprietor.

Something in my manner spparently frightenaed him, for he baocked
away firom me, making.a psoullzr sign with kig right hand -=- pointing
&t me with two fingers extended. The meesning of this gesture did not
coma to me until hours later, but whem it did, it made me shudder,

F - The. Horna of Aswodeous -- he wes warding off the evil eye!

I was about to speak sgain, whon he quavared in a voice teut with
Tripght:
! "Get out! Tale the book -~ end get out!™

I fled, I was badly frightened, Was I losing my mind? What had
the man sean in my facef*o frighten him half out of his wits?
Something deep within me
¥ % >
Foxr monthe after that I worked, striving %o
translate the volume. I l¢st Slesp and grew thin.
The book repslled me, but wove a web of sorcery a-

noemad. to chucklo with evil glee.

out me“I could not break. Deep wi thin mysslf I
felt the stirrings of anscther, srowing stronger / : '
day by day. %Tr-s'

Por & year I worksd, Aaspersiaiy. T could %fi,f
sense the presence witnin me, driving ma with a A0
horribles persirtence. IV wes 1ike axn ulien avil
prasence wiihin the ddpths ol my mind,. like e demon teking possession
of me. I Zoarsd it and losthad i1, as I faursd end locined tho mon-
strous volume that had been tha kay 1o iis zsalering -- and yet I lmew
it was not an alisn H¥asensa, But a definite port of myself!

It waes part of me -~ a3 truly mysel® as the 8elf whiech had oon~
trolled my body for thirty-five years. It was a part of my heredity,
older than the race of Man. I inew this imetinetively, Yefore I had
Bucoesded in tremslating the book,

I tried =-- ah; How I tried -- to regein control of my body. I
tried, twice, to destroy that monstrous book ~- and both times I fail-
ed, I even tried suiclde, but something stayed my hund.

And then I found the key to the translation, apd resd ths awful
knowledge conteined in thet sccwsed velvme.

My mind reeled a8 I read the horridle history never maant for the
eyss of mortal man. It is impossible to desecribe the =maguish I suf-
fered as the knowlodge of my neredity was brou2ht home to me. And that
other evil presemco, thal was myself, exulted:

I was, I realized, descended Irom Them, the great race that ruled
' BEaxth before Man had come dcwn out of the tress; the evil eldor beings

(16)
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who had loat eontrcl, been dosvroyed, but who had first mated with Man
to pass the germ of their evil down throagh the ages ~- until a?enﬁua}ly
through the laws of chancs, “he ir hersditary factcrs chronid dominate in

cortain individuals. I was ona of those individuals, cns ¢f perhaps ten
thousand othere; soms whc knew and banded together tc carry on the dark

work, and some who did not.

I read of the Dark Elder One who would arise in time to lead the
hybrid evil against the world. 4nd of the dark worship carried om in
hiddBn places about the Barth to placate the Great Ones who live beyond
the stars and and watch over the destinies of the Universs,

It was then I mede my journsy into the wilds of South Americas
= X % X X

I went deep into the Andes. How I found my way, I
do not lmow; for my Indian guides desertsed me, claiming
I was leading them into "Devil Country." Seemingiy my
other self possgessed an wnerring sangs of Almachiing
and for days I wandexred dsepey 2a%e the ronge, coa-
pletely logt =-- and yot with & strengs seuss of fame
ilierity. A4s if I werse returming, ufte . Llong ab-
gsense, to & place I had oncs kiswn ag homs,

Bventually I reachsd a nuass high up hetween
two gremt peaks, and on the ofther side logked down _
upon & valley almost completely surrvunded by moun- T
tains, It 1lay half in shadow, for the time was late ~ZoJ
afternoon, but across the velley I could glimpss a ‘{” 1
many-towsred builling of uvterly strange -- and yet 1
familiar] -- architecturs. ~Luddenly sn unreasoning terror took hold of
me; and yst my feet guided themselves to the path leading down into the
valley .

I found my way unerringly through what seemed impenetrable woods,
gud shortly stood before the fentastic structurs I had seen from the
other side of the valley. Exultation filled me, for to my other self,
which was rapidly gaining the ascendancy, this was -~ home,:

A heavy door opened in the base of the huge bullding and s robed
figure appeared. It spoke to me, and to my astonishment I understood,
glthgug; the words were the spoken form of the languesge in that forbid~

an boOK.

"Welcoma, Brother."

The priest «- for such I lmew him instinotively to be -- bowed low,
then took me by the arm &snd led ms inside. I followed the figure down
& long, high~ceiled corridor, The wslls wsre covered with bas-raliefs
of welrd, draconian figures shown in company with man~like orsatures
that were not men. Chills ran up my back at the sight, but to my other
8elf the carvings seemed perfectly famitiar.

I was led into & chember that resemiled a temple. Men in robes
moved back and forth silently. At one side of the rocm stood an altar,
behind which loomed a dimly seen statue. It ssemed to ba the figure of
B8 man. Somehow I knew before I was told, that this was an image of the
Dark Elder One, who was to lead the c¢ult asgainst Mankini.

Bowing low before me, the priests led me before the altar. There
they kmelt before the statue and began to mumble & chant or prayer.
Bt%nd%ng back, I looked up at the image. And then a seream of horror




rods in my throat, instanily muflfled as *that obher part of me gainad
econtrol.

I 51t now alone in this towsr thet rises above the river gorge. For
the last hour I have been in complete conirol of my body, long édnough to
finish this message. I know now that I ehall not be in control much
longer; that soon this part of myself will die and that other part of me
take cver mind as wall as hody.

For the statue of the Park Elder One behind the altar in the teme-
ple was an image of -~ myself!l

#:=ﬂ=—m=ﬂ—:—‘—-_——#
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Edited by Pvt Ben Singer of the U.S5. AAF, 8 now kind of fansine is
to sppear sbout the first of the year. Titled UNIFENW, it will be write
ten entirely for, by, and sbout the stfen now in service, and the fan-
goings of interest to them. Subseriptions will pot be sold to givil-

ans.

UNTFEN will be sent without charge to any fan on sctive duty in the
Army, Navy, Marines, or Coast Guard. That is one way you can get & copy.
There 18 snother wey: Advertising space will be sold in UNIFEN at one
dollar per page, minimum space 1/4 page. If this meets production costs
fine. If it exceodc them, more pages will be added to subsequent issues.

i

Fans in servics who kave material 4o contribute should send 8ll copy
to Pvt Ben Singer, AT 16292873, 5q. Tng. Grp. 3764, Plight 73, Sheppard
AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas.

Advertising copy should be sent to UNIFEN, % r-tRapp, 2120 Bay St.,
DaBinaw, Michigan. Also send r-tRapp the addresses of any servifen you
know.

Civilian contributions to UNIFEN will be by request only. That, in~
cidently, appliss to r~tRepp himeelf, who is merely the mimeocranker on
this deal.

UNIFEN will be approximately bi-monthly, depending on the situation
and the terrsine. in

ol 1 —= t
RAPP'S BAS =71 " CHANCE
Swap only; no cash sales; no cash purchases. Mags are in good
to excellent condition mnless otherwise specified,

WHO'LL GIVE ME THESE? I OFFER THESE:

Adstounding: Jen 8op 44; May Sep 45;Astounding: Mar Jun Qot 47
Jen 46; most '42 and earlier, Argosy: 16 May 37

Planet: Sum 44; most '42 & hack. Planet: Wint 47

Amazing: Dec 44; Jun 45; Oot 46; Amazing: Apr 41 |
Fractically all '42 and back, Aven%er: Mar 40

Startling: Fall 44, Win 45, moat tartling: Win 46; Spr 46; Jul 47|

—Ti% and earlier. } MS: Wint 45; Sum 46 ’ :,

TWE: Apr, Jun, Oct 42; Fall 44; Welrd Tales: Jaun 44 (beat up); |
most '41l and earlier. Mar 48 (26th inn.Ish.)

Weird Tales: Mar May 44; Jul Nov | Pocket Editions:
~ 45; ALl but Jul for 4&; '43 and | "Os> The Rocrs" - Hitcheook

earlier, "isv Men In The Moon"-HGWells
Fantestic Adv.: Fsb 44; Apr 4% and "Rocket to the Morgue” - H.H.

68r1ieXo  ost other Pra~4d mﬁ.:f} Fulmes (stf-world myst?ryTalaJ
Sl LS 17
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PAREfONE % his address?) & Buresu l
WO PARTS & T e Jesy

b o sl e ke oo

TH THE DISCOVERY of electric batterles antedating the birth of
Ohriszxnew speculations have risen regerding the extent of scientlific
kmowledge of encient times, Thsse batieries were discovered by Dr.
Wilhelm Koenig of the lraq Mussum in Bagdad who unearthsd the first one
on the museum expedition of 1934 at Khirjut Rabir'as, not far to the
southeast of Bsgdad.

The batteries consisted of vases made of clay about 14 om high and
8 om wide., Inside the jar was a oylinder of surprisingly pure copper,
the bottom of which had s covering of sheet ooprer. The inner surfacge
of the round copper sheet was ocovsred with about 3 mm of asphalt. A J
heavy asphalt plung, with an frca core, was forced into the mouth of the
oylinder. An apparatus of this kind can ebviously be nothing but a
weak battery.

The first one was founé wuen. "erainc of the Parthien Kingdom,
which existed from 2060 BC %o 224 A, QOuher bdalteries were found at
Tel Omar or Selsukia. Othzro, s:tili, were found in the ruins of a
somewhat younger period {the ESasssnica Dymasty, 224 AD to 651 AD) by’
Prof, Dr, B. Huinel of tas Stesbilchs Mureum in Berlin, at Ktesiphen,
near Bagdad.

It 18 bulieved that thess betteries were used by the silversmithe
of Bagdad in the eleotroplating of their wares, G(alvanie bhatteries of
this type could generate ampls ocurrent for the electroristing of small
objects. Sinoe they were trade ssorete of ihs silversmiths and/or sl-
chemists their oxiztonoce was unknown to sncient writers.

The Marsh 1939 issue of ASTOUNDING from which the asbove was taken
algo reports the belief in the existence ¢f much older, but oruder,
batteries which were used for the same purpose. It is the existence of
thess batteries which sterted the legend of the Philosopher's Stone for
which alchemists searohed so feverishly for threo long centuries.

! IT IS NOT, howsver, from encient spparatus that we hnve learned the
'extent of their sclence but by the writings 6f the shove-mentionsd suth~
|ore and philosephers. Thelr true soientifioc knowledge was, for the most
'part, buried under s mess of theological, metaphyslioal, magicsl and sym~
bolioc ooncepts, as we shall ges later.

In order to preserve their secrets and knowledge and yet keep it
Bafe from the prying eyes of the wuinitintsd, they were forced to hidas
their sscrsts under symbolic, but in themnselves meaningless, phrages.
: THE FOLLOWING, ftransiated by Berthelot Zfrom the manuseript of St.

|Merks (10th Century) is an example:

"While saying these thinge I fell asloep and I saw standing before
ime at an altar shaped like a dome. a priest sesrlifioing. There were 15
| Bteps to mount this altar. The priest stovd there and I heard & voice

from above esring -~ 'I have nesompificind the scet of dascendaing the 15 |
18]




BUgLE walrigs touzs sz Ghe dayionea snd the aat of mounting the stops “’1
ATy s 2 fodee

werd v lizhfe A8 1F $ha wmorifiqu-hhat ranews ma 87 3
netsre of the boiys Thus hy ascopnidy coicoornied, I L80oud & aﬂl?lhé'
A neakd - oo, vyioe af Dim who weeed @t the slter. ¥ asked Rin whd
u s - - 3
g WEd In & sbzill yoio8 b avnwe°~d in thowse words, I am Wi, priast
ha Wed, i ) At i

of tha dang LL?LG end I urdgrge intclerable violonsa, Dorw one his
omme Nautily In the moonlng 94 has done vielanas wpon me, wleaviog ma
sotndsr with & sword and dismanbaring e socordldng %o the reles ol eou-
bination. Be hog rehoved the skir fyom nmy head ®ith the eword which
he helé: he har mixmud ny vounss with oy ii‘"u sad tes burned thon with
the fire of the $raaimeni, It 1o thaw 1 have lasrned of tha tranrpﬁr-
tation of the body to bacdme a aplrit,. uubh *6 intelersbhls viclsnooee!

6

"While he yet convorsed with ma, and I ferced kim $0 speck, his”

eyes beozmo 11ks dhiecd and hx vomitad all his fla&n 20 1 guw i {crange
to) & little imitetiom man, rond hiasols w8th nis Useth end sink dowls:

, T avake and rsfinated -~ 'Ts pot-this the com~i
posiﬂ;en cf The wadprx?t I owes persuaded Thet T hRed ripnely wundorstood
end T ¥ .s..L a8is A &2l e I zaw G same 4o 'J“"ﬁ"'”"“(ﬂ.ﬁ &.xtu.(‘ T AR 37y T.hfi'
LAY “Jr 8 water builiﬂ;«mﬂL Gy Paadia u»ﬁu0¢\h g FLnTInLOngly.
Ang thers vv. ng ote extelde ol he al4ar whow T could ‘geewbion. « T
then movod Towmrd ups &ouBl ®o Heg fhim epeohEcle, gndi X '
BG{CﬁaJGi E xlu“*ﬁ mAR, & varhen, whl tenod 1o ysur#, ¥Fho
§OVR T net ot Bov lsek wpoent! I snpwarad that X
wsa »U”frfiff 40 zoe tha agltat‘«n af (he water and oFf
the men Wimad oy Iiviag. He snpwased 4n thege. wordyg -
'Taze 9peu3aaﬁa thed Shon sesud iz the éntrznas, $neda-=
}arhui% ani %hs wialatlsg, ' 1 asked nir:j Pt enlasl on§n
gnd Lo ais 1o the olsoe of the opsrad i oble
Lad meos for the wan who wich to Q“L L warEne
enfter neira and begoud ﬁytbmwu @fter naving esvospad Trom
the bﬂiy P obrEersmolf I, TAPT Lhouen Gpir;tﬁ uﬂ Me an-
sworst, "Yas, g spirit snd o gaardien of 3p

"ilied with farr

o

"BURING our aanvareation the bo 1ing ocnv-nuing fo
inoreace 8nd the rosrie ul Lazlrn eXrio s ol Ixrent ~.¢om, i o _
gew g pan U cipper baldling in hi®s hand a $uble® of Jead, '& TGl
Loeking af whe i2biet | Be @pahe ko Fallowing werda, "I command all those
who nsTe Bubmittod e Lhs paatehment o ke anlr, H0- fake anck ﬂﬂﬂ'f takh-
lot of lewd, to wixlta with ihelv om hznna. to Tosn Wlhalr 768 | *t*ﬂ
and their mowthe spen wntil tneir Vl%»a ia downioped,”

"The act Tollowad thafwnrd end tho macter of the houwsae seidito me,
"Thow kast cimtemplated, thov hent stratoied thy nesk wpwsed ana Lasn
what has basn dine ¥ T ?c;"o° At I aedogehp, md ha'«".}al iad no ma,
"He whum Shom Sesed is ks 39w of coppar. hn ooa hw eswetsy of the usdwi~
ficas and iv ihe haer3;1<qa. IT 15 a2 ko vonlise.ndo om chaﬁr Auih=
oriiy haS Bean given hinm 0vdr Thiw weiay snd o & ‘na Tanply lsre pun-~

1shed, o B WS i

"APTER this vision, I awoke sgain and 3a1& 'What is the meaniﬂg of
this vicion? 3Is not this wator, w;-ie, vellow Ané  tollin , the wediap 3T
divine?' And I fouwnd thet T rai ALl coup thandsd, Jait l“n dovm Shapsd
altai 81l Tidpgs & blaadssd, sll wre ssiciated, 8l thiasa wundta, atl
fnings sombing, all elirgs are nized sxd il e, | fh;wn* 3rb-anp3?1*"ﬁ; 21L
taﬁnbn ¥ moistenad and Aall thinga sra drisd, &3 thimgs Jhewrizst and
ell things withsr. Indeed for ench i¢ 48 by matned, by mon e Ly the
3K4Jt wolin® oF ¥he four olomentu vhet tho pixing &nd 1o e gepnceticn of

axl things 4skes NIZC& 440 : :
(9]
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"IN SHORT, my iriend, wnild o monolith tengie aa.of;white 1aad
a8 of alsbaster, hoving neithar commencement ner end in ity comstsmag-
tion: Let it hsve in its interior a spring of pure waier, sparkling
like the sun. Observe carefully on which side is the entmnce to the
temple, and taking in your hand a sword, sesk then the entranoa*for
the plece is narrow where the opaming is to he found. A Selpsnv is
lying a% the sntianoe guarfing the tewplu. Ssiza him, immolate him,
flay him, and taking his {lesh and his bones, adeparats his membexrs,
Then jolning the members with the bhones, make of them a step to the en-
trmnce of the temple, mount uwpon 14, avd ertar, Thou wilt find what
thou seskest. The priesi, this men of odprer, whom thou seest seated
in the spring gathering t¢ himpalf ths colow ~= do net consider him &s
a man of copper, for he has chengsad tks color of his nature &nd has be-
ocome & mwan ¢f spllver, Ji& thon wisiost, theu wilt soconm have a man of
gold," ;

EVEN IN THIS obscure description certain things are clear. The
general theme is the tronsmutation of the basexr mectals into the nobls
ones of gold and silver. The "temple" represcnts the sscret eand sscred
laborgtory of the &lchamist, who is the "priest." Ths "dome-ghsped” !
alter is the apperatus with which the experiments aro poerformed, fur-
naoe, crucibles and the balcon-sheped condenser of sudetsmee driven off)
by heating., The "men' represent different metals. The changing of
"bodies" into Nspirits™ means the changing of solids in%o gasses or vo~ |
tatile matter, e i

Due to all this symbolism and mummery,
the "scienoe" of alchemistry appeared very mys-
terious, indesd. Not only mysierious but it
seemed to "nartake slightly of the davil and
of unholy things" to the igncrant and super~
stitious rabbléa. Thereforo all sxvariments
had to be conducted in close secreoy.

With this in mind the manuseript of St,
Marks states: "--Ralying upon the olearmess
of these concopts of intellicenca, “wangsform ‘ii/
the nature and consider mauileld matiar a3 being
one. Never reveal clsariy t0 any ons oty such
property, but be suffl olent uate thyssii for fear <
that in speaking thou bringest dsslrustion on thy-
g~1f," c:f/

The "ooncepts of intelligence"™ of which he
speaks is the foregoirg "formula" for the transmutation into gold.

ANOTHER "FORMUTA" is found in Berthslot's Collection des Alohimis-
tes Grecs, II, p.16%7. It is & passsge by the Syrian, Zosimos, and i
18 supposed to represent the oreation of "bile of the dragon” (tin).

"We will now speak of this subjeect. In a place in the far west,
there is & spring which rises from the earth and gives rise to it (tim)
like water. When the inhsbitants of this region ses that it is about to
Bpread beyond ite souros, they select a young girl remarkahle for her
beauty snd place her entirely nude below it, in a hollow of the ground, |
in order that it should be enamored of the beauty of the young givi. It
springs at her with a bound sesking to seize her; but she escapss by '
running rapidly while the young people stay near her holding axes in i
their hands. As soon as they ses it apnroach the yowmg -irl, they strile
Eff?gg?t it, end it oanes of itself into the hollow and of itself solid- |




——— =

17768 and BorAant, LY oub 1% 1U%c ners and wee it. OSRLE L8 wiy they
celi it "waSer of the rivwar® the mewcury arawn fiom tin; they osll 1%
thus, becauvas it runs like water whish throwo itself into lakes and whioch
hes the appearance of a dragen furious eni vaencmwouns,"

PHESE ALCHEMISTS were nine-tenths philoscphars and one-tsnth cehm-
ist. They had the bad tendency to look to the pnst, to the writlngs
of the graet philosophors amd priests, t¢ Aristctle, Plato, and Soo-
rates.

The concept of the "Philescpher's Stone™ which apoears so often

in thelr writirgs was the bellef in o subsiense which could aot as a
Tmagical cefiulyst' on buse msials changing them irnto lsrge cuantities
of silver and gold.

"An idea of this character 1s of vs»y early oharacter," says Still~
man, "but any definite Rdons &5 0 the nniure of the substance is lasck-
ing-~" Indesd 1% is of very eariy nataxe if what wa bslisva ahout the
early batteriss is truve,

Another form of the "Philosopher's Stone" 18 the "spe of the phil-
osophors." The Egg was the symbol of the rouwnd universe of eternity to
the azlchemiste, .

The Grask alchemists wrote several troatises on the eggs. The fol~-
lowing is from Barthelot's Collscticn deg Alchemis%oes Gracs, I, p.2l,
and writton in tha tenth or sicvenbh centuvys: |

"Nomenclature of the Egg. This is the mystery of the art. l

. "L. It hss been sald thet the egg is composed of four elements, |
because it is ths image of the world and contains in itsaslf the four !
elements. It is called also the 'stone whish censes the moon to tum,'
'stone which id not a stone,' ‘'stono of the esagls,' and 'braim of ala-
bagtar.? '

: "2, The shell of an egg is an element like earth, cold and dry; it
hes been called conper, iron, tin, lesd, The white of an egg is the
water divine. The yallcw of an egg i3 cupsrosae, the oily portion is
fira,

"3. The egg has heen ocllud u Sesd end its shell the skin; ite
white and its yellow the‘flauh, its olly purt, the soul; its aqueous,

the breath of air,”

: \ . AROINER sywbol which appears much in
alohemisal teentiass is the dragon Ouro-
borog in the afiitude of biting ite tajlee
sywsal ¢f the etaranel ocycles of world
chungosi

"A sexpant is stretched guarding his
temple, &and he who has subduned it commen~
¢d8 by sacrificirg 1%, thsn roantas it, and
after removing 1ts flash up to the Lones,
maxags of it & atep to the entmnose to the |
tenples Mount vpon it emd thou shalt find |
the chject sought. For thes priost, at first
a man of coprsr, has charged color and na- |
: ture and has become & man oFf gilvar; a few
days later if thou wishest, thou wilt find him changed %c 8 man of gold.

{21) —,




Sounds familisxr, dosen't it? IV is one of those typicsal desaerip-
tions found thiroughout alchemiocal literatinze.

PROBABLY the most interaesting part of the study of alohemy is tle
formulas cno often finds for the mannfescture of silver, gold, smeralds
and pearls, Tha Ffollowing formulas ere typical exumples:

Zo manufacture a pearl:

T TlNordant or roughen orystal {quartz) in the urins of a young boy
and powdered alum, then dip it in quicksilver end women's milk,

To make sn emerald:
Teke white lead one part, and of any gless you chooms twd parts,
fuss togsther in a8 crucible, then pour the mixture., To this orys-
tal a&g the urine of an asz and after forty days you will find
emer&alos .

Another "formuls"™ for synthetio emeralds: Take a stone oalled a
tabosis and soak i% in licuid alum. Then place it sn & solution of
verdigris and vinegar, and gently keat for six hoars,

Manufecture of sllver: 2
Tic, 12 drachuts; quicksilver, 4 drachmes; eaxrth of chios (olay); °

2 drachnas., To the melted tin add the powdsered esrth, then add the merr

gury. oOStir with iron and put into vue, !

Another one: Carefully purify lead with pitoh and bitumen, or tin
as well, mix cadmia with litharge in equal parts with the lead., OStir
ti1l the mixture becomes so0lid. It can be used like natursel silver.

How to transmute silver into gola:

Almegra (brass), gcimar (copper oxide), Atrameistum ustum, rossted
vitriol, roasted brass, rosk salt, almisadir, saffron root -- eoual
parts. ALl these are mixed with urdne and dried in the sun, With this
powder mix filinge of vary thin flskes of silver leaf ond heat in the
manner of zold, that is, in 8 crucible well coverod. 7Then heat again
with £ilings or flakes. D¢ this seven times and it wilil be what you
heve winhed,

To meke best gold: J

Ui bxonze 3 parts, of eilver 1 pert, melt together and add orpriment,
not roastsd, 3 parts. VUhen strengly hested 1lét it cvol ernd put it in e
pan and covar it with clay and roast until cerusa {(white lesd! ig mads.
Take it out and melt amd you will find silver. Xf too much roasved,
elechrum (Egyptian silver) will be medsa, %o which if 1 part of gold is
added it will make the best gold,

To meke gold= color water:

Kibrit (sulphur] L part, sulfur piement, asphar 1 pert, quicklims,
1 pert, Place in & pot with ox urine and heat 1 hour sand you will see
atgolden color. Put in & glazed jar and put this water into your oper-
ations,

>

To write in letters of gold:

Bile of the tertoisa, very bitier, 20 drachmss: powdered glass, 4
staterl; or white of egas, 2 staterl; whita gom, 30 stateri, safran...
After writing, let 1t dry and polish with en zcimal’s tooth.

(22)




'
It wonld be wall to remomber to rceite this (or scis similer) weg- |
ical forumula, or invocation {zccording to lagereranys;:
"Sun, Barbelech, Ch.hotho, Misch, Sandum, Eislmin, Zaguel,
aceopt me wlio ‘come btefors thoe. Trust thyself (io the God), an-
oint thyself and thou skalt see him with thine eyes.”

-=- END OF PART ONL =~

((This ran a blt longer than we anvicipated. The second half of Oox's
article will appoar in the big Jenuary-1549 iusue of SPACEVARP.))
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Dear Art: |

Abruptly I'm starting right off by oaying that THE EYES OF ROGLR
AXNER was the best story you have priunted vn dete. And do you know why?
Well, I'11 tell you. It's becauss 1t was such & welcome changos from gll
the 1lizht, humorous st uff you have buon printing iataiy.

R SN

Hoorey for Harmon! THE GRLAT STF BLOADCAST turned out beautiful- |
ly. He's @ maa after my own heart. Fes, if I kad the traditional three
wishes I'd wish for about £0 million yevars of 1ife, too, '

|
FIIE THIRTELN : NUDS! And in case that wasn’t smphatic enough, NUIS
againt Crulsive Through Crud was O.K,, I liked it, but thero wes one
cra ok Bozzs mads that reslly burnsd me up. It was that one about ju- i
veniles and esoboo. Dama it 213, just bacause & ruy vwac korn o few ,
!

years befors™ he was dossn't make him & self-glorified sguneniss who
hes to ferco his perswmality onto everyone he oan, sithar in person or
through the mails, As s matter of fact, in thet very remirk Redd ra- '
veals hiwzslf as one of these persons sgainst the' younger runeration,
Be hzs & mind susceptible to rumor and prejudlea, he hac an intelledt
whioh doesn't recogauize thet the first rule of 1ife is self, aniby Ghu,
some day I'm going to dish out some stuff of my owm select vocalulary
and toll him where he's wromg!

The BeerCon sounded like the wildest of & fan's scstatic dreams.
Imagins the unholy joy of receiving a packet of original illo's from
the very hends of Ray Palmer! Ah, that all fandom might know and ex-
rerience that pleasure! '

I'd 1ike to 8k of ycu & small act of bemsvolencu. I've been look-
ing all over Norfolk to try snd find somwona to play elwss with butyso
far all my honest effmis have met wiih fuilurs. Now you must know some
pecple who play the gama. Could you plsasa cvnbaot a tow end geb them
izhgyite mé re sSOme corragspondsnce convests betwsen us? Howzabout it,

'WARP's most enthusieetio fan,
WARREN BALDWIN
11% Tark Avenue
Nortslik, Nebroacka

* after, that is.

'Ere the atombombs start £21ling, 'ere the hour of doom has struck,
Buy yoursell a sub to SYACKWARP: nine Tull months for
Just cne tuck?

— )
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Ariie Tondby Jekes
. (Bob Farsham)

This is e last msssage and a Full Apology to all Fandoma
In September SPACHWARP there was an Open Letter by me in
dafense of Richard S, Shaver, In it I weatv alleout in what I
sencersly belelived=than - was defence of one who was, in his own
wrods perseculed by Teosa few Jealous Fen wio only want to see’
me cul off the payrell, A lobt of them say my storles are dirty,
but they?re not.”
It has been my practice ell my lifes to accept ady person at l
face~value, untill that person sbuses my friendsblp, I took
shaver at his word, ard became his friend. In the sincere tenet
that I was spofsering the ceuse of one Who was beiny wnjustly
misreprescnted, and having suffered tluru-ous my Lire Liom discrim
mination, thereby beconing an encuy of such a praciice; I took up
the battle foer Shaver jua the sincere beleif that I was on the side
of Right and was fighting uwnjust Discriminatinhe
Having bsen, in the course of the slrugzle, called a few harsh
names, I, In a tewper, retaliated,aven including some who had not
gallcd me any namos nox cven writlten to or about me, The reader 1is
asked to bear in mind that I conGucted my campaiaen entirely on the |
information provided me by the samc pavty I was q.fending, !
I went to say here that I was sincer in my convictiojfns end
honest in my beleifs, Beilng as I have sald, an cnemy of discrimine
ation, I fought for those convictlovs and boleifs with cevorything 1
T hade ' . |
{
|

Then, en the 29th of August, 1948, I rsceived absolute proof
ol how I had been duped and my Triendship traded upnn, end how I
had been lied to to win my friemdshin tn a ¢euse that 1s nothing
less than Evil Incarnatee By a misplaced friocndshilp, and mistaken
faith in one vhom I had beieilved o Le a § dccent person I have
only succeeded in just about ostracizing iyscli from overy decent
Fand in Fandome -

I rgeecived on the 29tﬁ,j&n;excerpt from a story by Shaver and
it 1s the mosd sexually obsegina thing thet I have over secn} To
think that I havc been softugﬁaded enouglh to beleive in anyone wha
would write such filth asouses thought of utmost violonce.

The Fan whe sent me the sxeerbt has not as yet givon me the
naceessary permission to quotoe him, but I can say he is well knawn
and well liked, His word is indisputable,

T hercwith offcer Publicy Rotraction of the aforesaid’ Janes
lotter.e I offer full Public Apology to Foresth J.ACKFRMAN, Rick
Sneary ond Jemes Russel Loar¥s I pgatn ask that the roader boar 15 |
mind that I was sincoro, and boleived my campaign to be a Just onoe !

T want to ask all of Fandom this one quesiion: !
Will vou give mc a cloon slatc o continue as g mowbhar of Fandom ‘

and grent ms a Pardon for having boen i wislecad;iifod to and beotrayed
in to a crusgde for Evil under the {{ disgulse of Fricndshbips
TUpon the enswor to this qudéstions depends the faba of one who
has made more then ono gravious, alboeilt, Lingsy, mistakee L
I await, and will accept without rancor, the judsoment of ]
Fiction® Fandnm,. = '

!
[ (This page is prasented exactly ma stencilled by BOB FARNHAM, ]

1139 E. 44th 5t., Chicago 15, Illinois. SPACEWARP hag remsined as {

nautral ss pogsible in the curresnt feud, ani intends to continue thet
we(ay.1 Parhapg thig stabement of Bob’s wili and the bickering.)) ’
[~ (24 - ' s=!'!!.-lb
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aatoi!e 18, Wimeacta
IS BTF CRTTING ANYWHRREY Science fietion 16 ne wore popuiar today than

ey - wvEma o ——
A

1% was 4A8i yeers 2 0. oo that atetomant in-
to a bunch of stfans and Phay¥il Hurz  Like s digterbed hopnat ‘s nest,

?;.

but I en convincad oF itu esamtiszl trutb, Conslder Shis: With the re-
vival of Suu AT Beiepoas 8tert oz, Tandow now bas 1k 81T and fontasy magas

iy 3
zines to zogaie it 1n this sountsy aud wrless the projeci to make 8 zom=-
bie of Naw ucrlds sacss™ig, Bogland has sxaetly ng radlgsuous stf*pra

Eloven 8o suas Fiotian mogs in all ke worddld It Is not very mmy, is
it? And remamber thig, too:  With tie exvaption of Aven Fespbesy Reader,

every <uo of ¥is present vres was knewn hoiore fthe war, ans aild bui ~u-
%__ Sil§n”° and {f_""l“ Soves agnilinnsd moRe o ln“v ragulerly Clice
helr incopticme, Ceeviue Wef wrnrbt@zces and the puip sluog of euxly 42
This faet alons shows Vhat, ul'“W¢Ay Top slight iacraaess or Georsisos
In virenlstisn which ccuid be horno ty vha mag in quas ?Aan without caus~
ing 1t to snjoy a Dol oxn ona hend or ku'”e“i rubiicetion on the other,
the sclonce fietion fisld ie almost exaclly the seds sizs today ses it
wag in 18538 or 1241,

Here 1s an sdditional fact: During the years immed‘ntely ?rior to

Americe'e entry inte Uu II, there were 9 or 10 othoer pros ipy = «iddc*on to
the onow 84111 extent You mqmembe» them: Japlain “r“'wn, T Wﬂr‘
yok, Sutansy Wlegdes, Futore Pigtion, SeUade, Liiafiog Solstog, Speom-
en1a§ ST And @i GoaToe gginavn “na. acriss thg Pond, Jaisg of WandiTe
Fot7als of $nem ware eircvleving et the same %ima oFf Gueroé, hﬁ' the
total numbar of mrgs in ¢z¢~vaueo at any given $ime batwaon 1938 and

L]
lato 1942 vias subeiantialls gronter than the L1 we have Wndgys Foherar-
al tacss maps waye, byd ste* of thom flouwrished foxr years and ware kill-
6d off only by the thrice~oura > pepor sho ilages

Most fansg, when faced with thsse facts. will agrec that these pre~

War years wore boow times for atd. Lud in )«uuftﬂl they will point a
proud finger to tLs prcoend bocow in hﬁi&~~r*br foalaly, whiob thay feel
8ignifies that sclance flotlon s new Big . “ulneqdn Any iitorsry field
that ¢an s Pm\or Fants 2y FANE Tkie i R, 2} .:I,UJ ._;‘\'1 AN .».;T [T - tl LIRETN P..lme
Preygs, Hdk&ﬁj, PFGIc and the othar asalepro Puw.J’n iz imie, ooy vell
Jou Wi‘h PupElig chsets and dowy evee, wYss ba 4 mushrooming affair. L£-
Yer all, thoysil POlht out (L¢ vouw ars =9 J%npiu £ 4o pive tkom sm cpon-
%ﬁgl ; tbﬁwfﬁhq of  won Fomia ngo wore uiallie 0 uOnvinee any puklasher

s aﬂauu ‘co-jd suypnr* & hord-woVer warsion of Sk Ok itk of 52&2%
Or 233 iihg S9ra @ lad Aadd L0 posSlDle, 0o
e

] v,

T e }\ oW n‘L o) J"’“

only to issue oo 4h thcda 1cuun&azg trties o 4*\, if ret neatly, GHSCOn'I
cod between birds, but meny cther tidies as well, ~

Thie argument does not oonvince your humh o file-olerk. I will.BS't
gee of GP"““@ that hook collecting Iss *oﬂune an imnortant faocet o0f]
et ot o ot 720, | W in diemening the slily oontembiss
this aebsstos fset on tho fire: prpaisr bien o A E
- 854cs faet on tho fire: The ietul namber of qu‘u 201d of these!

1imlbad En\‘; \.‘}alsl is noe moIrs th{} n :?_O‘_‘lrl or "';Ofif" 1(\} j.\J-b euu'h: “rn}_ch 8 ter'
all is @amued Tow, Perhaps 5CO of thsws sopis go tn featscy “"afision~
ados” end ceiisctors knewn to fandom -- at 1553“, to fenden®e denleve -

and the Teﬂlﬂoa 23 ]ﬂefl‘.} 1.8 \-\) 9 O¢ (i“l&i“js Er.ats f‘o rousars and 001186 -[

& > l
ors li *‘18 K..\f)WTL ) fandon and So eHEsaal bUYG 8 Wwho alsagnyey tkem in th’,
books L0res Oy req"’!(’ld to Trhe ads in aSF and Weas pi

Saad .L&xg&.u
Fiftean hundéred or so fantasy enthusiasts outside asctifsndom. !hl‘)

-

ig S:arcoi* any tnwluation of populazity for sclence TFiotion.
styice sBre-iire effort T belt ova I could se6ll 1570 2
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THmeet any tybe Co0k trom che Kinsey Kepstt v “he Uemulate Terks of Wil-
kie Colling =« if X tried Long erougp. Vi clursss  we you will say ==
but lock at the number of Ffantbasy titlies buokug issusd every year, thars
must ba a dozen cr more titles out since I Jayrvary .928., Surely ~- you
will add ~- all These bocks aidn't go to the mams buyers. No, I wounld~
n't elaim such a thing, but I believe & considerable percentage of them
dicd. Qutside of the casual buyers montioned sbove, most buyers were
regular collectors and readers in the field.

Just for the seke of arsument, say that there are not just 1500 or
2000 #£entasites, ©but BOCO or 10,000 aficionados around the country who
actively support Derleth and Eshbach and Korshak by purchasing at lsast
Bomg of their publications., Fsh! Ten thousand fans couldn't support 8
avzen pulp magazines. It's doubtful if they could support sven ong., I
doubt if 10,000 is much above the number of unknown fauys who, befors ths
advent of Arkham House apnd Pentasy Press, beceme &cvueinted with Love-
cralft and Skylark Smith by purchssing back issues of Weixnd Toleg and Amz
to read in their originel form <the very stories now boing prerferved in
herd covers. If these 10,000 book buyers arc the only sippori yor can
offer to buttress your contention that fantasy is more popular than svor
=~ well, fout upon theal

Ot course, it &8 oulto propable that the ocirculstion figures uf a8F
and Amz, and porheps of the Merwinzines and FEM are considerably heaith-
ler then they wers in 1941. So what? Verily, I imeline to Qemiv 17 the
increase -~ if there is one == in their cireculations matcnres <h: tuti=
el cireculatlon of 8ll the prozine war casvalties combined. Remember Ymt
the newsstand ssles of Unknewn, Ceptein Future end Assonishing, ané por=
haps some of ths others, wers reportvedly very good indeod.

All in ell, 1T feel that ths whols aspeot of science-fietiondom i3
no rosier now in 1940 than it was in 1938, 4nyhow, I figure thatl the
abundence of hard-cover stuff being sold doesn‘t mesn a demn thing in
regards solence fiction's rise in this heathen world.

SHORT SHOTS BY A BIG SHOT, If anyone heppens to be curious as to what

Kenneth Gray, author of "Smaller Than You
Think" end several forthcoming aSF yarns, leoks like, he need only look
et Orban's heading for Gray's story in the July aSF. Tho man sitting at
the control board of that spaceship bears a romarkable resemblence to
Kenny, The MPS wonders if Orban happens to be psychic. # Earmark Wil-
mar H. Shiras' "In Hiding" (Nov &8F) for the next stf anthology. This,
I believe, is one of the best yarns of 1948, and furthermors, ons to be |
extravegently praised by fans. Like "Slan," the yarn portrays a submer-|
ged genius in unsympathetic surroundings,” which is an obvious parallsl
in the fannish mind to the stfan who must live in this world +hat is so
stupldly uroonvertsed to stfnal concepts. # Marion E. Zimmer has drop-
ped the name of "Astra". Good for her! Now sll thet's gotta happen is
for ye editor to drop "r-tRapp" and this file-clerk to drop "Redd", eh
kids? # Walter and Dorothy Coslet have brought forth somsthing new, an
0ffSpring named the Christisn Amateur Press Associstion, which operates
similar to FAPA but =- 88 the name indicates ~- is concerned with Bibli-
cal and religious subjects. Anyone whoe is sincerely intergsted in these
things can probably get full info ana perhaps 8 sample mailing from Cos-
wal. His address, Ben, is Box 6, Helenr, Montans., # 1Ilve at hand the
latest book list from the Coronet Book Shop of New Orlesns., I won't!
guarrel with most of the prices therein, for I'm not a book collector,l
but I do raise en angry ayebrow at page 19, which 1lists soms pape rback
8tuff for sale. This dcaler hag the gali, not to =may the avarice, %o
list copies of all seven Avun Fariusy Hoaders at 60¢ apiece! If back-!
l88ues of at least sowe  oF these isguas arentt still availeble from the)
Publishers, the Avon Book Co., &% 45¢ each, plus 5¢ postage, I'll steaks

FEI(Q?? copies of AFR *. wlouver ran viove ma wrmg, ab 354 each, nets
B - )




This dealer aiso lists FPeahody's Moxmaid, the pockethook edition, at 50¢
which is interesiing, since it's still on the stauds at 25¢ a ccpy. In
fact, you should be able to find a second-hand copy a% 15¢, Jike I did.
On the other hand, there is one undoubted bargakn in this price list: He
liste Griffiths' Strange Uaws From Heaven, fine in dust-wrapper, at xl.
This is a terrific fantasy, which I advise you to gradb prontol! 4And I am
definitely not kidding.

The CGARDEN SPOT OF GALAXY I. The paragraph ti-
tle rafers to
Minnesota, the home of this illustrious colum=
nist, not to thet nameless place that is the
stamping grounds of the hreed krown, fittingly
enough, 8s Misfits. (Ané nce snide remarks be-
twoon donble persnithasés ai this point, either,
Mr. Bditori) Minnsaota, as I started to say,
owes Gsourge Co fmith & wousing vote of thaunks for
giving this steiie come overdue puolioity in his re-
cent novelette, "Climste~-Incorporated” (TWS, Augl). I
have heen trying fulily to get the Mirneapolis Fantasy
SBoclety to convey the vote of thanks, tut since the elub
is apathetic, I'11 use the next line for the purpose:

THANK YOU, GEORGE!

(Stenocll this as I've typed it, Art. This is an order.
Don't bury that "Thank you, Gsorge" in the middle of a
paragraph for purposss of conserving space or somsthing--
or I'11 sic Wonet onto your mag collectionl) ((Why do I
let this northwoods barbarisn get away with things 1like
this in the WARP's sacred pages?))

Skeptics are informed that Minnesota, far from being publicity-
starved as far as science fiction goes, has been prominently mentioned
in several oearlier stf tales., If you'll look up Isagc Asimov's first
aSF yarn, "Trends", you'll find thet & Minnesota farm was the scene of
the building of the first moon-rocket. Balmer ard Wylis's novel, When
Worlds Collida, raserves for Minnesota the honor of ziving mankind one
of the gremt tresmsures of sll time:; 4he miraculous substance {(was it &
metal or a fuel? I can't remember) which enabled the survivors of the
catastrophe to fly through spacs to another planet. According to the
book, the deposit was discovered near the ruins of the Twin Citises.

Poul Anderson, & Minnesofen himself, alsc speaks of the "ruins of|
the Twin Cities” in his aSF story, "Tomorrow's Children'" -~ snd there is
& mutie village in that same yarmn that is in Minnesota. Clifford D. Si-
mak, another Minnesotan, is responsible for Minnesota's most painful ap-
pearance in all stf: 1In hig "Rule 18", Simak has Wisconsin's football
toam, using soms futuristic football formations, defest the "mighty Go-
phers” of Minnesota 45-0, 1f I remember eright. This apparent apostasy
-~ which would be almost unforgiveble otherwise «~~ is explainable by the
fact that Simak was bom, not in Minnesota, but in Wisconsini

QPEN LETTER T0 THE MISFITS. Dear ours: On the evening of 23 Octcbor 48

I sought my bed, bdottle of 0ld Panther ip
hand, feeling bereft end alone a&s I pondered reasons why the Gophsrs’
Pev gremlins hed failed t¢o work their special powers against the Michi~
gen football team, thus enabling the Minre sotens to regain the ITitt-
le Brown Jug which is so clearly theirs by right. As I fell asleep (with
bottls still clutched in my grimy fist) the telephone started to jangle

downstairs. I groped my way to the insistant instrument, lifted the re-
(30) (e
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colver ard neard & Lsesgant volge {ikis wes Hlha  ouly mics  thing about
the whaid sordid sffair! sey she had o mewszgs Jor we from Western mlon.
Hoping my Rish Uncle had diac. T fooiishly 2ake& her fc gimes, Shs raad:
"So Minmesels is £811% in the Big Ninms, nuhy 37-14, {(gignel) Misfits,"
Sobbing, Z tcre tha phens from the wall, toswed it through the window,
and starved back upstaivs., Unforiturately, I cturblel over a hassook and |
d4id a not-ungraceful swan dive under ths piaui. Here in & paecullar pos-
1tion which cau be deserided unly as supine «a ay face, I attempted to
| drown myself in 0ld Panther, only to discover the bottls wag emptye

. Cursing, I shambled Yack to my room, 1it my corpse=fat candles,

drdw s peatsgon on the linmodeum, and in my vengeful wey, sumaoned. wp out
of hell juet about the flevcest demon you ever usard of. Luckily, "this
quaint ckaracvee ddn’'t cares for my soul ~~ he'd sattie for nothing less
{he %told me) thun the Unlgowns containing "Fear”, "Sinistex, Bakvier! and
"Flams Winds™ -- bat eventizlily 4 bargein was struck, and on nis part,
he leld g most peweriiui, kingsize curse un the Michigan team. The curse
will become effoctive im o vertein gutumn Saturdicy in 1949 when thoss
poor poops meat the gallant foo thell befoes of Minnesota, ¥

The geping holes in my Unk files attest that this was no @ream, and
with even more fslth in my vprediotion than George amd Elmo hed in theirs!
on 1 Novembes, I horsby predioct that Minnesota will beat the everlasting |
atuffings cu$ of Michigen in 1949, ! i

If sonebcly puasses & patural Yaw ssainst curses beforsa them, and’
Miohigan sgqueeves out & win, I will &0 this: I will buy steak dinners |
for no more tren three Michlifen whno are fresent &% the 195Q fan oonven-
tion, wherever il may be. If my demun eomesn throvg: fas he will), the
Michiganderc mus® primisg to buy me & stepak dlnnsrz, ecd, in addition--
28ince unfortvnasely trere’s oniy ond 7 ms-pluy me a2 frent-row seat at
‘] the best burlescus show in towm, You Misfity hetter otart saving pen=
nies8 now, bevatsa my demun «laime he used Lo work for Herry, eni when he
Bays Minnacots will wiaughter Michigan, I figure he knows what he's
taiking abouc, PoS. X like my steaks well-doms. ({sigred) Redd.

2HE ANNUAL MESSAGE: Merry Christmss snd s big fat Naw Yeari
' - 30 =

4 The TECHNOPOLARLANS PP 4
= o
Saginaw Chapter of the 1
MICHIGAN SCIENCE-FANTASY SOCIETY
wish to

you and you

: and you;
5 MEERY CHRISTMAS 3 EAPPY NEW YBAR §
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